Enough! Youth Week of Action Toolkit
Introduction
On March 14, 2018, nearly 1.6 million students staged school walkouts across the nation to protest
Congress’ inaction on gun violence. This action was the largest decentralized day of protest in the history
of this country. That was just the beginning, and the work isn’t done. Although Congress is finally
beginning to take action on gun violence, every day, 47 children and teens are shot by a gun and 8  die
from their injuries. Young people — especially black and brown youth — continue to be
disproportionately impacted by gun violence.
On the one-year anniversary of the #ENOUGH walkouts, Women’s March Youth Empower is organizing
the Enough! Youth Week of Action.
Over the week of March 11th, young activists will creatively commemorate the number 47, and host
youth-led town halls to discuss the epidemic of gun violence. These creative actions will take place
throughout the week, with the town halls happening on March 14 in communities across the country. To
conclude the week of action, Youth Empower is supporting the Youth Climate Strike US on March 15th.

Why A Week of Action?
Young people from across the country are working together on this week of action because we cannot
and will not stay silent while decisions are made that impact our lives. Gun violence continues to ravage
our communities across the country. We’re speaking out, and we aren’t stopping anytime soon.
It’s been more than two decades since a major gun violence prevention measure became federal law.
Though 47 young people are shot every single day, we have not seen substantive federal change
implemented in more than 25 years. W
 e will honor all victims and survivors of gun violence with action
in our communities so the tragedy of gun violence is never forgotten.
This toolkit provides guidance on hosting an art action and organizing a town hall.

Hosting An Art Action

The goal of the E
 nough! Week of Action is to create a conversation about the scale of the gun violence
epidemic and its impact on youth to the forefront of people’s minds and inspires them to act. With your
help, from March 11 to 14, we will flood social media and our communities with the number 47. This
statistic comes from a study done by the B
 rady Campaign that found that “Every day, 47 children and
teens are shot in murders, assaults, suicides & suicide attempts, unintentional shootings, and police
intervention.”

What To Do?

Create an art action inspired by 47, the number of children and teens who fall victim to gun violence
daily, in whatever way inspires you. Then, beginning on March 11 through the 14th, flood social media
platforms with your creative expression using #ENOUGH and #YouthWeekofAction and tag
@womensmarchyouth on Instagram and @WomensMarchY on Twitter.
Examples of ways to express 47 creatively:
● Painting, sketching, or drawing art that could be mounted in your school or community or
shared on social media
● Creating and sharing sculptures or other 3D art
● Poems, spoken word, music performed at school or at a town hall
● Murals at school or in the community (we suggest that you work with school administrators or
city officials to make this possible)
Materials you may need:
● Canvas, banners, paper,
● Paints, ink, markers, crayons, pencils
● Brushes, stamps, glue, tape, clay

Hosting A Town Hall Or A Panel Discussion
Time: After School
Potential Agenda Items:
Expressive Action
Start the event with slam poetry, spoken word, or another expressive art form. You could reserve
a few minutes to hold an open mic for survivors to share their stories, if they feel inclined to.
However, be respectful, be mindful and don’t expect people to share their stories at your
request.
Elected Officials Panel
● Purpose: To give youth and your broader community the opportunity to ask elected
officials about their stance on preventing gun violence and ask about related legislation
their elected officials are prioritizing. The panel should be organized and moderated by
youth. We suggest starting with introductions and possibly asking a few
pre-determined questions before moving to an open Q&A.
● GUESTS

●

○ Local City Council Members
○ State Assembly Members
○ State Senators
○ US House Representatives*
○ US Senators*
* Congress will be in session on 3/14 so ask if an in-district staff member who works on
the issue can attend or send your Representative/Senator questions in advance and
invite them to send written answers or a video to be read/shown at the event.
Q&A from audience with elected officials

OR
Educational Panel
● Purpose: To give youth and your broader community the opportunity to speak to those
working in the gun violence prevention field about gun violence legislation and the
overall status of the movement. This panel serves as a substitution for the Elected
Officials Panel in case it is difficult to secure their attendance. The panel should be
organized and moderated by youth. We suggest starting with introductions and possibly
asking a few pre-determined questions before moving to an open Q&A.
● GUESTS
○ Youth leaders from local and national Gun Violence Prevention (GVP)
organizations
○ Local community activists - prioritize youth activists
○ National organizers against gun violence
○ Government officials apart of GVP work
Make the panel your own. Include those who you think your community will benefit from.
Community Leaders / Youth
○ Prioritize the questions of youth and youth leaders from various organizations
Directly Impacted Individuals
● If you are not directly impacted by gun violence, center the voices of those who
are. Invite them to share their experience at the event with elected officials.
Closing: Call to action
● Introduce whatever follow-up actions listed later in the toolkit that you believe can be
best applied in your community

Logistics of Hosting Your Town Hall
1. Find a location:
a. Neighborhood Community Center
b. Schools (public grade schools, community colleges, local university campuses)

c. Cafes
d. Faith-Based Center
e. City Hall
f. Hotels
g. Civic Centers
2. Questions to ask the venue:
~Factor in time for set up and clean up~
a. Is it available on March 14 at your desired time?
b. Can they donate the space to you for the duration of your town hall, including set-up
and clean up times?
c. What time can you access the space and for how long?
d. Is it easy to get to? Is it near public transportation?
e. Is the space wheelchair accessible?
f. Are there family / gender-neutral bathrooms?
g. How many people can fit in the space?
h. Are there enough tables / chairs?
i. Is there a sound system available?
3. Recruit Volunteers through social media, local organizations, or more.
a. Reach out to local organizations that work in the gun violence prevention space and
encourage them to co-organize this town hall with you. I t is extremely important to
contact these people at the beginning of your planning process, so they can prepare
accordingly.
b. Center the voices of those directly impacted by gun violence in your community. If you
have not been impacted by gun violence, your role as an ally is crucially important but be
clear on what that means. (i.e. Pass the mic and learn when to step back: use your
platform to uplift the voices of those at the center of the issue)
c. Use the hashtags, like #ENOUGH and #YouthWeekofAction, to stay in the loop with the
national action

Inviting People To Attend
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Register your event on Action Network so people in your community can find it.
Share the link with your friends and classmates
Ask teachers and professors to share it with their classes
Talk to student organization leaders about speaking to their club
Create a Facebook Event to invite people directly.
Send Email invitations
Notes to include in your invitations:
a. When inviting people, be sure to identify a contact person they can reach out to should
they need an accommodation to ensure their full participation in the event.
8. Use social media! Tweet about it and share information via Instagram posts. You can also ask
your peers to talk about why this matters to them and share via your Instagram story. Be sure to
tag @womensmarchyouth and @womensmarch!
9. Place fliers in local businesses and shops to invite people to attend (make sure to get permission
from the business first!)

Content of the Town Hall

1. The purpose of this town hall is to bring awareness to the issues surrounding gun violence and
raise youth voices. The town hall should…
a. Provide accurate information on gun violence for the purpose of education.
b. Allow youth to voice their opinions and lead the conversation.
c. Create an open space for people to receive answers to questions surrounding the issue of
gun violence.
d. Make sure everyone is welcome, whether they are there to learn more, join the
movement, or really just stopping by.
2. Make sure to tailor your program to be specific to your community. This will help build
connections within the community, bring focus to local issues that resonate with the people at
the town hall, and educate people on what is currently affecting them. To do this you may...
a. Research local legislation and proposals concerning issues on gun control. Make sure to
address any applicable laws or bills in your area. Refer to the resource guide to find local
organizations that may be able to provide you with detailed information.
b. Pick panelists familiar with your community who can speak to issues surrounding it.
c. Talk to local people about their knowledge on gun violence, what they want to learn
more about, and how gun violence has affected them. Include these issues in the town
hall.
d. If there are any recent news stories about gun violence, make sure to mention those.
e. Not every town hall has to focus on the exact same area concerning gun violence.
Different communities are affected differently, so make sure to research and decide on
what you will focus on based on that.
f. Create a pamphlet or information outlet that allows people to learn the rights they hold
and current legal situation pertaining to guns and gun violence within your community.
3. Create an outline for the main discussion topics you want to focus on. Research the ones
important to you and your community (refer to resources). Some discussion ideas include...
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

Gun violence prevention legislation
The Second Amendment
Intimate Partner Violence (the boyfriend loophole etc)
Mass shootings
School shootings (could include the fear affects of school shooter drills)
How guns in schools affect education
Gun violence and racial justice
Gun violence in the LGBTQ+ community
Personal rights pertaining to guns
Influence of the NRA in politics/communities
Advertisements and their effects on public perception of guns

4. In order to held a constructive discussion there are some things to remember…
a. Encourage attendees to share personal stories about experiences they may have had.

b. Encourage attendees to ask serious questions that require the panelists to give a specific
answer.
c. Make sure to create a safe space for people to ask questions and receive accurate
information.
5. Make sure to offer action items for attendees after the event to they can continue to be engaged
in the movement.
6. Have an organizer l ivestream the event on Periscope, YouTube, Facebook, Instagram Live,
Snapchat, or another format. This can help with publicity, as well as the overall education of
your community so people who don’t attend can’t still reach the information.
7. Have an organizer take notes and record what is said during the event. You can use this to follow
up with the attendees afterwards and hold panelists accountable for promises they have made
(which is especially important if they are politicians or elected officials)!

Things to Keep in Mind for Running a Town Hall
1. Talk through every step with your fellow organizers:
a. Make sure to outline the key details so you don’t forget anything during the event.
b. Make sure you know exactly who has the keys, access to the lights and PA system, any
parking restrictions, accessibility concerns, etc.
c. Talk through who will take mics into the crowd and how you’ll choose questionnaires.
Every small detail matters.
2. Make sure to remind your attendees the day before the event:
a. Confirmation calls/texts/emails are the key to a well-attended event.
b. Be prepared to answer specific questions about navigation to the event, accessibility of
the venue, and details about logistics like timing.
3. Make Sure to Do Your Research! You can refer to the resource page below for information and
websites to look at.
4. Additional Resources Find additional resources from Town Hall Project on organizing a town
hall here and here
a. https://goo.gl/h5Asz2

b. https://goo.gl/rxzHuL

You Don’t Have to Do this Alone
●

Reach out to coordinate with your local Youth Empower Chapter.

●

●

Work with state organizations and local chapters of national gun violence prevention
organizations, like Moms Demand Action, Brady United, The Campaign to Keep Guns of
Campus, Newtown Action Alliance, and more, to include the community in your event. Many of
these organizations have youth counterparts, like Students Demand Action and Team Enough!
○ GVP organizations by state can be found here:  ceasefireusa.org/affiliates/
Check out your school’s student organization directory to identify local, youth-led groups
leading the way on gun violence prevention.

Continue the Momentum
The change we set out to achieve requires sustained action, so provide your Town Hall attendees with
resources on how to take part in the movement in the days, months, and years to come.
Capture the energy in the room by registering attendees to vote.
● Visit Rock The Vote’s Know Your Voting Rights database to learn about voting rights, eligibility,
and registration process in your state.
● Include a voter registration table at your town hall to empower youth to vote
○ Contact other groups and organizations who have resources to help
○ Create flyers for attendees to learn how to register to vote
○ Print Ballots or set up computers to help people register
■ If you print ballots: Y
 OU MUST BE SURE THAT YOU WILL BE ABLE TO MAIL
THEM IN
Invite attendees to channel what they learned into a letter or phone call to their lawmakers:
● Check out 5 Calls’ instructions on how to have an effective conversation.
Unite with other people who care:
● Join clubs in your school’s student organization to advocate for gun violence prevention – if one
does not exist yet, start your own. Y
 ou can start your own Youth Empower Chapter here.
● Donate to existing organizations to support their work to reduce gun violence
Letters/Postcards to Lawmakers table
● Encourage town hall organizers to include a table at the event where attendees can write letters
to their Senators, Representatives, State Delegates
○ Have a list of the district’s lawmakers in case attendees are unsure
○ Provide materials such as papers and pens for the attendees to write letters
Local Organization Tables
● Contact your local town hall organizers to encourage them to include tables with reps from local
organizations that attendees can join or get involved with after the town hall, or learn how they
can start their own chapter at their school.

Resources To Help You Get Started

To prepare for your town hall and to set actionable goals, check out where your lawmakers stand on the
issues:
● Vote Smart Political Galaxy - Allows you to view your federal statewide politicians and see their
position on guns. You can see speeches, ratings from other organizations, and how they’ve voted
on gun legislation.
● Vote Smart - Allows you to see your individual district representatives and their position on
guns.
● CHART: How Have Your Members Of Congress Voted On Gun Bills?- Allows you to see how
your state senators have voted on past gun legislation and an overall consensus of the Senate’s
opinions on gun control over time.
Checkout the gun legislation coming down the pipeline in your state:
Both of these websites allow a person to choose their state and see its current gun legislation.
● Everytown’s Gun Law Navigator
● Giffords Law Center’s ‘Gun Laws by State’ database
Identify state-wide problems and solutions:
These publications and databases break down state-by-state the rates of gun violence or offer solutions to gun violence.
● Everytown’s “Gun Violence” Database
● Gun Violence Archive
● Giffords Law Center’s “Healing Communities in Crisis” Report
Read up on Youth Empower’s National School Walkout Demands
● We are calling on Congress to enact an immediate resolution declaring gun violence a public
health crisis and dedicating federal funding to research solutions and implement violence
intervention programs. We demand Congress recognize all forms of gun violence, including
violence committed by police, suicides, and more. Read our full list of demands h
 ere.
Read up on Newtown Action Alliance’s 26 Policy Priorities h
 ere.

Federal Bills to Watch
SUPPORT Expanding Background Checks to All Gun Sales / S 42
SUPPORT Banning Assault Weapons & High Capacity Magazines HR 1296 / S 66
SUPPORT Extreme Risk Protection Order (Red Flag) Bill introduction expected soon
SUPPORT Gun Manufacturers Accountability Act / H
 R 157
SUPPORT Closing the “Boyfriend” Loophole to Protect Domestic Violence and Stalking Victims
HR 569 / A 120

SUPPORT HR 1262 To amend title 18, United States Code, to increase the age at which a rifle or shotgun
may be acquired from a federally licensed firearms dealer, and for other purposes.
OPPOSE C
 onceal Carry Reciprocity HR 38 / S 69
OPPOSE Deregulation of silencers HR 155 / S 202
OPPOSE Any legislation that would aim to fortify our schools with more guns
OPPOSE Deregulation of silencers HR 155 / S 202

